
[Koochiching County and the City of Ranier hereby jointly agree that the Joint Resolution 
between Koochiching County and the City of Ranier designating an area for Orderly Annexation 
and originally adopted by affinnative vote of the Koochiching County Board of Commissioners 
on July 28, 2009 and the City Council of Ranier on July 20, 2009 be amended and restated as 
follows:) -

AMENDED AND RJi;SIATED JOINT RESOLUTION AND ANNEXATION 
AGREEMENT 

IN THE MATTER OR:rHE OiiDERL Y ANNEXATION BETWEEN THE CITY OF . ' ::;,~-M' . 

RANIER AND THE COUNTY OF KOOCHICHING PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA 
STATUTES§ 414.0325 

WHEREAS, the City of Ranier (the "City") and the County of Koochiching (''the 
"County") designate for orderly annexation, the lands described in Exhibit A hereto within the 
County of Koochiching, Minnesota (the" Annexiti6n Area"); and 

WHEREAS, the City of Ranier and the County of Koochiching are in agreement as to 
the orderly annexation of the Annexation Area; and both believe it will be to their mutual benefit 
and to the benefit of theitfespective residents; and 

WHEREAS, Minne<Sd,fu Statutes§ 414.0325 provides a procedure whereby the City and 
the County may agree on a process of orderly annexation of a designated area; and 

WHEREAS, on June 12, 2009 a Notice of Intent, attached hereto as Exhibit G, to 
include property in an orderly annexation area was published pursuant to the requirements of 
Minnesota Statutes § 414.0325 Subd. 1 b; and 

WHEREAS, the City and the County have agreed to all the terms and conditions for the 
annexation of the Annexation Area as outlined in this Joint Resolution and request an order 
consistent with this Joi!)tJ~.esolution~ blrt, pll!'!lt~ant te Mian. Stat § 414,Q325 SHbe 2, wish te ha·re 
a pHblie llelll'iag a11d 'tiilMideratiea l:!y the Cll:ief A4millislfative Law JHdge ef the Offiee ef 
A4ninistmtive Heariags ,,~~ip\'1;1 Be~tatiary Adjustroeftte (the "Offiae") Yli~!l 30 te eo days 
ef lfte filmg ef lltis Jeim Relse'fi.tiea plil'srnmt te Mim~. Stat. § 414.@9. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
414.0325Chl, no consideration by the Chief Administrative Law Judge of the Office of 
Administrative Hearings - Municipal Boundary Adjustments (the "Office") is necessary, the 
Chief Administrative Law Judge may review and comment, but shall within thirty (30) days, 
order the annexation in accordance with the terms of this Joint Resolution. 

NOW, THEREI<'ORE, BE IT RESOLVED, jointly by the City Council ofthe City and 
the Board of Commissioners of the County as follows: 

1. Propeit)i;' The Annexation Area is subject to orderly annexation pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes § 414.0325, and that the partie$ 'hereto designate the Annexation Area for 
orderly annexation. Both-ldlte Cfiy and the County agree that rio alteration of the stated 
Annexation Area boundaries is appropriate. and pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 414.0325Cgl. the Chivf 
Ail.mini~tmtive Law Judge may review apd comment, but may not alter the boundaries and shall 
order the annexation in accordance with the tenns of this Joipt Resolution. 
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2. Acreage/Population/Usage. The Annexation Area consists of approximately 
1,142 acres. The population in the Annexation Area is approximately 450 persons. The land 
type in the Annexation Area is suburban with rural open areas. The area of the City consists of 
approximately 98 acres. The City's population is approximately 173 persons (2006). The land 
type in the City is generally suburban and residential, with local businesses generally providing 
services for those recreating on Rainy Lake. "" · 

3. Jurisdiction. The County does, upon adoption of this Joint Resolution by the 
Board of Commissioners, and the City does upon adoption of this Joint Resolution by the City 
Council, upon acceptaiic:ii·by the Office, confer jurisdiction upon the Chief Administrative Law 
Judge of the State Office of Administrative Hearings so as to accomplish said orderly annexation 
in accordance with the terms' 6'fthis Joint Resolution. 

4. Need. The Annexation Area is suburban with platted and rural open areas and is 
unincorporated. Since the City is currently providing services to a portion of the Annexation 
Area and is capable of providing additional services to the Annexation Area within a reasonable 
time, the annexation would be in the best interest of the Annexation Area. Further, the 
annexation will serve to provide water service to part of the Annexation Area, the residents of 
which have petitioned for the same, namely, the residents of Jameson Addition, French Addition 
and Three Points North area. Copies of said petitions are attached hereto as Exhibit C. All of 
the petitioners reside i~tlle annexation area as shown on the map attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

5. Planning an,4,~oning. 

a. Ranier Community Plan. On February 17, 2009 the City Council approved the 
Ranier Community Plan, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit D (the "Plan"). The Plan 
lays out recommendations for achieving the City's goals, including an implementation checklist 
that lists the action steps and timeline for each recommendation. Timelines for implementation 
vary from three months to several years. The \fuplementation checklist follows page 28 of the 
attached Plan. The planning process utilized in developing the Plan focused on the City and the 
area in the County surrounding the City, including the areas in which the residents have 
petitioned the City for .annexation and water service. (Exhibit C: Petition), as permitted by 
Minnesota Statutes §'"4'1'4.0325 subd. 5, which gra;nts, the City planning authority over the 
Annexation Area. The pl~ing process provided multiple opportunities for the public to 
provide advice and commeht~" on the City's future development plans (see 'lf6 below). The 
structure of the planning process inc! uded a review of community assets, vision-setting, and 
development of recommendations, resulting in the Plan. The City will use the Plan to guide 
decision making, set goals, and measure progress in the upcoming years. 

b. Zoning. Recommendation C7 C01).tained in the .. Plan is consideration by the City 
of development of a Planning and Zoning Ordinance. Currently, land use and zoning regulation 
in the City is pursuant to the City's Ordinance No. 64. The County has a Zoning Ordinance 
which governs the Annexation Area (along with the rest of the County not incorporated into 
Cities). It should be no!ed that in adopting a Planning and Zoning Ordinance, 2008 changes to 
Minnesota Statutes § 462.357, subd. 9 require the consideration of the development controls and 
objectives set forth in the El~ramong others. 

The City and the County agree that the County will retain its zoning control over the 
Annexation Area until the City has adopted a new City Zoning Ordinance ("City Zoning 
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Ordinance") as recommended in the Plan. It is the intent of the City that upon adoption of a City 
Zoning Ordinance, the Cit':)";Ztlning Ordinance will control zoning in the Annexation Area and 
the City. 

6. Public Process. This Joint Resolution is the result of substantial work and 
cooperation by both the City and the County. Significant public input on the annexation was 
solicited in a sedes of public meetings and dis~ussion sessions. A chronology for all public 
meetings and discussion sessions is attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

7. Tax Rate. The City and the County have estimated tax consequences of the 
potential annexation on,l;esidents of the City and Annexation area. The estimates for various 
levy amounts are attached hereto as Exhibit F. , ' · 

-<'-t. ~:j.~;· 

8. Municipal Reiinbursement of Assessments and Debt. Pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes § 414.036, the City and County agree that there will be no reimbursement from the City 
to the County for the Annexation Area. Further, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes§ 414.036, with 
respect to any special assessment assigned by the County to the Annexation Area and any 
portion of debt incurred by the County prior to the annexation and attributable to the Annexation 
Area, there are no such special assessments or debt, and therefore, the City will not reimburse the 
County for the same. ,, ' 

9. Sanitary Sewer Service. The City requests, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 
116A 01 subd. 4, and !he· parties mutually understand, that the Annexation Area is to continue to 
receive sanitary sewer service as administered by the North Koochiching County Waste Water 
Treatment Board and as pro',lided through the North Koochiching Area Sanitary District. The 
City will continue its current service unaltered, as administered by the North Koochiching 
County Waster Water Treatment Board and as provided through the North Koochiching Area 
Sanitary District. 

I 0. Road Maintenance. The City and the County have estimated anticipated road 
maintenance and construction costs resulting.,f'r'Om this Joint Resolution. The City and the 
County agree that the City will contract for snow removal in the Annexation Area under separate 
contract. 

11. Eledri~ 'TJtilitY Service. Electric. 1.1!ility service is currently provided by 
Minnesota Power in the Annexation Area. The parties understand that Minnesota Power will 
remain the electrical pro~i'ditc following the proposed annexation .. The City and the County 
hereby waive the electric utility service notice contemplated by Minn. Stat.§ 414.0325 Subd. !a. 

12. hblle Hearing and Order. The City and the CeaRty agree that Ufl61\ Feeeipt ef 
this Joint ReseiHtiea, pMsed and adopted by eaeh party, the Chief Admiaistrative Le:v.' Jl«<ge of 
tb.e Offiee ef bdmillistfelti:><'e HeariRgs, sfiall s~t a time an8 rlaee fer a flOOlie hearing, as 
eentempl&recllly Miru1. Stat. § 414.0325 SHM'2. F911ewiflg this l!.l!liU'iHg, tile City and Cellflty 
ag!'<le that tb.e Chief Aelminia~ative Law Judge shall make at1 ereier and set fertb the foote~ 
w!OOh !If<'! the easis fer tile Chief .o..iministrative Law Jooge' s effie!', f'W'Suaa! te Miflft. Stat. § 
414.0325 subei. ;, ,; 
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B. 12. Adopt and Enforce Regulations. The City and County agree to enact, adopt and 
strictly enforce all such resolutions, ordinances, or regulations, as may be or shall be necessary to 
give full effect to the stipula~ons contained in this Joint Resolution . 

.J:4. LL. Governing Law. This Joint Resolution is made pursuant to, and shall be 
construed in accordance with the Jaws of the State of Minnesota. 

H. 14. Modification/Amendment. This Joint Resolution shalL not be modified, 
amended, or altered except upon the written joint resolution of the City and the County duly 
executed and adopted by the City Council and the County Board of Commissioners and filed 
with the Chief Administrative Law Judge of the Office of Administrative Hearings or his or her 
successor. 

#, 12, Term. This Joint Resolution shall be'~~ full force and effect perpetually, unless 
tenninated by mutual wririe'lljii'int resolution of the City and County. This Joint Resolution shall 
be filed by the City with Chief Administrative Law Judge of the Office of Administrative 
Hearings after adoption by the parties. 

-1:+.1.§,_ Severability. In the event that any provision of this Joint Resolution is 
detennined and adjudged to be unconstitutional, invalid, illegal or unenforceable by a court of 
coUI'petent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this Joint Resolution shall remain in full 
force and effect, and the parties hereto shall negotiate in good faith and agree to such 
amendments or modifications of or to this Joint Resolution or other appropriate actions as shall. 
to the maximum extent,p,racticable in light of such determination, implement and give effect to 
the intentions of the parties hereto. Such actions shall include both the City and County 
supporting special legislatiQQ'~o reinstate any material provisions of this Joint Resolution which 
may be declared invalid by Minnesota Courts. 

+S, lL Headings and Captions. Headings and captions are for convenience only and 
are not intended to alter any of the provisions of this Joint Resolution . 

.l-9,. .ll!. Entire Ag.-eement. The tenns, covenants, conditions and provisions of this Joint 
Resolution, including the present and all future exhibits and attachments, shall constitute the 
entire agreement between the parties hereto, superseding all prior agreements and negotiations. 
This Joint Resolution shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the respective successors 
and assigns of the City'at\'d the County. 

~ 1.2., Disputes aillfRemedies. The City and County agree as follows: 

a. Negotiation. When a disagreement over the interpretation of any provision of 
this Joint Resolution shall arise, the City and the County will direct staff members to 
meet at least one (1) time at a mutually convenient time and place to attempt to resolve 
the dispute through negotiation. 

,. 
b. Arbitration. When the parties to this Joint Resolution are unable to resolve 

disputes, claims or counterclaims, or are unable to negotiate an interpretation of any 
provision ofth.isJoint Resolution, the parties may mutually agree in writing to seek relief 
by subm.lnlng ·~if respective gricV!UliX5 to b. inding arbitration. Either pttrty may seek ., . 

relief through initiation of an action in a court of competent jurisdiction. In addition to 
"-'<'~ ···iJ:: 
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the remedies provided for in this Joint Resolution and any other available remedies at law 
or equity, in th~ s~flSe of a violation, default or breach of any provision of this Joint 
Resolution, the non-violating, non-defaulting, or non-breaching party may bring an action 
for specific perfor!)lance to compel the performance of this Joint Resolution in 
accordance with its tetms. 

c. Attorney's fees to prevailing party. In the event a court action is brought to 
enforce any of the terms of this agreement, the prevailing party, if any, shall be entitled to 
payment of all its court costs, including reasonable attorney's fees. 

d. Jointly drafted Agreement. In the event of litigation involving this Joint 
Resolution, the parties shall deem this Joint Resolution to have been jointly drafted by the 
City and the County. 

2+. 20. Notice. Any notices required under th'e provisions of this Joint Resolution shaH 
be in writing and shall be deemed sUfficiently given if delivered in person or sent by certified or 
registered mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, as follows: 

If to the City: City of Ranier If to the County: 
Attn: Clerk-Treasurer 
2099 Spruce Street 
P.O. Box 186 
Ranier, MN 56668 

Koochiching County 
Attn: Coordinator 
Courthouse 
715 41h Street 
International Falls, MN 56649 

~ ll,. Exhibits. f6~1Exhibits to this Joint Resolution are the following: 

Exhibit A:Legal Descriptioo; 

Exhibit B: Map of Annexatioo Area; 

Exhibit C: Petition for annexation by property owners; 

Exhibit D:Ranier Community Plan; 

Exhibit E: Cli!onology; 

Exhibit f: Estirnaf!5s for various levy amouots; and 

Exhibit G: Notice of Intent and Affidavit of Publication. 



Adopted by affirmative vote of all the members'of the Koochiching County Board of 
Commissioners this 29'h day of April, 2010. .. ... , 

KOOCHICHING 

By:-:-:-A.~~~A~-·~-:L''.,:[e_ •. -

Kevin Adee, Chairperson 


