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BEFCRE THE HIURESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MINMNESOTA

Joseph Rebbie Chairmen
Rebert W. Johnson Vice-Chairman
Irving R. Keldsen Seoratary
George W. Matthews Ex-Of fielo
Robert ¥, Fitsimmons Ex-Of fieio

I¥ THE MATTER OF THE APFLICATION POR THE INCOBPORATION
OF A VILLAGE TO BE KNOWN AS THE VILLAGE OF MIBNETHTATA,
‘ azmnrgxgumm‘ MHHE&BQM. PURSUANT TO CHAPTER €26,

The sbove wﬁiﬁm‘ for the proposed ineorperation of the Village of
Mimnetrista from the remaining unincorporated ares of ﬁxmmﬁa Township
came on for hearing before the Hinnesota i&unieiﬁnl ﬁmﬁ.‘nﬁmﬁ in the ﬁamiui—m‘
Room of the Court Heuse at Mimnespells, Minnesota on Wednesday, September 23,
1959, at 10 otelock a.m. Jeseph Robble, Chairwman, presided. Robert W. Johnson,
VYice-Chairman; Irving R. Keldsen, Seeretary; Oeorge W. Hatthews, Chairman of
the Beard of Hennapin County ﬂmisaﬁ.mrn and Robert ¥, Fitsimmons, Hennepin
County Anditor attended. Ellssbeth 1. Bonham of the law ﬁm.af Bonham and
Kavansgh, Mound, Minnesota, sppeared as sounsel for the petitieoners. Mayor
Harold Lerson of Mound, Minnesota and Meyor Rebert Z. Welker of Island Park
appesred to represunt thelr respective villages as their interssts might appear.
Be one c\spwsm ag epponant. . .

The Commisslon heard testimony and evidence for cne day. Briefs were
filed for the petiticmers end the Villsge of Mound snd Island Park. The hearing
was reconvensd and additional testimony hesrd and evidenge taken on December
28, 1959, and sonferences wers held upon due notice to all parties on April 22,
1960 and May 12, 1960,

The Maa&m having ﬁmfuny considered all of the evidense, and upon
all of the files and records, now mekes and files the following Findings of
Fact, Conelusions of Law, Order and Hemerandws Opinions



I.
The petition complies with statutery requirements,
1I.

Copies aof the netice of hearing wers served, pested and

published as required by law,
11I,

The territery propesed for incorporation is legally described
as all of Township 117, Range 2k, except that part taken for the
Yillages of 5t. Bonifacius and Meund {inecluding the former Village of
Island Park, neow a part of Meund,) The territery proposed was
shown on & map attached to the petition and designataed as Exhibit “A%,

Iv,

The nase propesed for the new village is the Ylllege af
Mipneixinta.

Ve

The territory propesed for incerperatisn bas 2,076 residents,
The population accerding to previous dscennial census snumeratiens
was 1,179 in 1930, 1,302 in 1950 and 1,906 in 19350, These census
totals include more land than is included in the petition, The
Dreamwood area was annexed by the Village of Mound subsequent o the
1950 census and eantﬁiniﬂ a population sf betwesn 400 and 600 persens,
The prejected pepulation of the propesed area in 1970, according to
estimates of the Twin Cities Metrepolitan Planning Commission, is 2,800,

Vi,

The territery propesed contains » tetal of 19,005 acres of

which 1,346 acres are platted lands and 17,639 acres are unplatied lands,
VIX.

Theres are no commercial buildings within the territery preposed
for incerporation except ons tavern, Buildings are predominantly
residences on platted land and residences and farm bulldings on
unplatted land,



vizx*

Building permits were issued in 1938 in the total sum of
$237,245,

X,

The Tewnship has snaoted ordinsnces relating te soning,
building codes, sowage disposal, dumping and nulsances, It has a
planning cemmission,

X,

The uninceorperated area on Enchanted Island, commonly known
as Douglas Beach, is not centigueus to the remaining area of Sthe
proposed incerperation but is contiguous to the present Village of
Mound which has not legally acted separately upen a petition to ammex it,

X1,

The area proposed for incorperatien has gained i populmntion
in the arsa of 30% in nine years, is in the Minneapolis metrepelitan
area, and is subject tuv subdividing and develeping as residential
property,

XI1x,

The total assessed valuation of the included area is $924,330
of which the assessed valuation for platted lands is $299,629 and thse
assessed valuation fer unplatted lands is $62k, 701,

XIxx,

Minnetrista Townahip has more than 2,000 people living in the
incorperated area thereof and is presently authorized by law %o
exerciss certain village (municipal) powers.

XIv,

The area prepesed for incerporation presently constitutes the
body politic known as Township of Minnetrists, The Tewnship of
Minnetrista pressatly prevides fire pretsctien service for those
within its boundariss through contract with neighboring municipalities,
The Township of Minnetrista presently provides police protection
nirvi#t for thna# within its boundaries through the airvteti.af one
full-time, trainsd and experienced officer and two veolunteser officers,
The Township of Minnetrista owns, and uses exclusively for its

police service, a 1956 Mercury Statien Wagen, distinctively painted,

equipped with radie, siren; rotating flasher light and stretcher,



Xv,

The araa proposed for incorporation is im transition between

agrigultural and urban character,
XVvi,

The township form of government is naﬁ adeqgquate to meet the
probiems posed by water contaminaticn or other problems of publiec
health raised as a result of people living in close proximity,

XvI1r,

The township form of govermment is ndt adequate to provide for
future safeguards and regulations in the subdivision and devaelopment
of land for residential, industrial and other urban purposes,

XvVIiti,

Prior to the filing of the petition for the incerporatien of
Minnetrista, a petition was filed pursuant to Laws 1959, Chapter 686,
Section 3, Subdivision 7 to annex the area hereinafter referred to as
Halstead Heights to the‘Villago of Mound, The Village Council of
Mound has adopted an ordinance to annex this territory,

XIXe

Becauss of the priority of saild petition for annexatlon, the
Commission excludes Halstead Heights frém the area approved for
incorporation, and the subsequent findings as to total area, platted
and unplatted area, population, and assessed &aluatiun must be subtracted
from the pfacoding findings on the samo‘itams as to the area proposed
for incorporation in order to accurately establish these findings for
the a:an‘approvod for incorporation,

XX,

Halstead Heights contains an area of 28 acres, of which 13 acres

are platted and 15 acres unplatted,
XXI,
The population of Halstead Heights is 56;; This includes

residents of a trailer court,



XXIx
The assessed valuation of Halstond Heights ie $14,493,
~ xxrIn, - |

The delation of Halstead Heights fran‘tha area apprpv#d for
ineorpniat&pn does net in any material respect affect the pﬁﬁulatio&
density eor impending suburban ehurnntnﬁ of Minnetrista, eor the
status of Minnetrista as an urban town under Section 5 of the
Municipal Commission Act, or the availability of space to accommodate
future Minnetrista expansion, er the feasibility of the incorperation

of the remaining part of the arse propesed for incorporation.



I;
Tho araa proposed for incorpuratiﬁn is so conditioned as
to be properly subjscted to municipal government,
11,
The boundaries of the area proposed fer incerperation should
be altered by reducing therefremytha following described property

known as Halstead Heights:

All that part of Section 22, Township 117, Range 24,

Hennepin County, Minnesota, described as follows: Commencing
at a poant on the East line of sald Section 22, sald point
being the west line of the Village of Mound, where said line
intersects the center iine of County Road Ne, 110; thence
Weuterly and Southwesterly along =aid center line to its
intersection with an extension northerly of the west line of
Halsted Heightsy thence zputherly and southeasterly along

the most westerly line of lalstead Hsights and said erxtension
thersof t6 its intersection with the northwesterly line of
Halsted Avenuajg thence soutbwesterly along said northwesterly
line to its intersection with am axtension of the southwesterly
line of Lot 15 of Halsted Parky thence southeasterly along
said southwesterly line and said extsnsion thareof to its
intersection with the shor: of Lake Minnetonkag thence north-
easterly and easterly along said shore to its intersectien with
the east line of said Section 223 thence northerly along said
east line to the poirt of berzinning; and specifically including
Lo 1 through 18, inclusive, Halsted Heighta, and Lots 15 through
17, inclusive, Halsted Park, according to the wap or plat
thereof on file or of raecord in the office of the Registexr of
Deeds »

11T,
An election should be ordered on the proposition of whether or
not the area proposed fer incorporation as altered hHy Paragraph II1

of the Conclustons of Law sliould bhe incorporated,



et B E K

Upen the petition of the legally required number of freeholders
residing in the area proposed for incorporation asthe Village of
Minnetrista, which cawme regularly on for ﬁaaring in the Cemmissioner's
Room of the County Courthouse, Minneapolis, Minnesota, on September 23,
1959, at 10:00 a,m. &and which was thereafter heard at resumed
hearings on December 28, 1959, April 22, 1960 and May 12, 1960, at
which times testimony was heard and evidence taken, and upon all
of the files and records herein,; the Commission belug fully advised
in the preumises,

IT IS ORDEREDs That such petiticn for incorperation be,
and it 1is hereby, approved in all things, except that the proposed
boundaries are altered LY deleting therefrom tle fellewing described
area commonly known as Halstead Heightsi

All that part of Section 22, Towhship 117, Range 24,

Hennepin County, Minnesota, described as followss

Commencing at a peint on the east line of said Sectien 22,
said point being the west line of the Village of Mound,

where said line intersects the center line of County BRoad

No, 1103 thence westerly and scuthwesterly aiovng said

center line te its intersaection with an extension northerly

of the west line of Halsted Heights; thence southerly and
southeasterly along the most westerly line of Halstead Heights
and sald extension thereof O its intersection with the north-
westerly line of Halsted Avenuej thience southwesterly aleng
said northwesterly line to its intersection with an extension
of the southwesterly line of Lct 15 of Halsted Park; thenca
southeasterly along sald scuthwesterly line and said extension
thoreof b 1ts intersection with the sbore of Lake Minnetonkag
thence northeasterly and easterly along said shore to its
intersection with the east line of sgaid Section 224 thence
northerly along said east line to the point of beginnings

and specifically including Lots 1 through 13, inclusive,
Halstod Heights, and lots 135 through 17, inclusive, Halsted Park,
according to the map or plat itherecof on file or of record in
the office of the Register of DNeeds,

IT I3 FURTHER CRDERED that an election be held in the area
approved for incorporation, which is all of the remaining unincorporated
area of Minnetrista Township except for the area described in the

ares immediately preceding (which is commonly known as Halstead Haights)



on the question of whether or not the area approved for incorporation
should be incorporated as the Village of Minnetrista.
‘ 1T xs‘rvnwnun ORDERED: that the affective date of this Order
be July ik, 1966.

-~ LT 18 ¥URTHER ORDERED: that such election be held on the 9th

daf of August, 1960 at the following place within thes area proposed

for incerporationi Minnetonka Sportswen's Club, 2 miles West

of Mound, on County Highway 15, 7
and that the polls be open at said polling place frem B100 a.m, to

8100 pemey 1thuﬁ the following three ainatar residents of the area
proposed to be incorporated act as judges, and that such election be

conducted insofar as practicable in accerdance with the slection

of town officers: William C, Schilling, Wilmer Lusdtke and
Arthur Helm} Only veoters residing 1§ the territory hersin
described shall be entitled to vote. The ballot shall bear the
words “For Incerporation™ and "Against Incorporation™ with a square
before each ef the phrases, in one of which the voter shall make a
cross to axprais'hig opinion, The ballots and nendssaryﬂsuprlias
shall be provided by Minnetrista Township.

IT I8 FURTHER ORDEREDs  that the petitieners causs a cepy
of this Order approving the petition to be posted not less than
20 days befors the 9th day of August, 1960 in three public places
in the area proposed for incorporation sand to be pubilighed in the
Minnetonka Pilot, a medium of offiocial and legal publication of
genaral ciroulation in the ares propesed for incorporation two weeks
before the 9th day of August, 1960,

Dated this 21st day of June, 1960,

MINKESOTA MUNICTIPAL COMMISSION -

Irving R, Keldsen,
Secretary



This petitien to incorperate Hinnetrista Township was filed
pursuant teo Laws 1959, Chapter 686, Section 2, Subdiv sion 3. This
subdivision autheriges the Munmioipal Commission to approve a petition
for incorperasion if it finds that the property to be incorporated is

ditionsd 24 3o he mreperly subiscied S5 municinal suveramank
using as & guide findings on eight factewrs thersin enumerated.

The Conmission is authorized by the sane provision t9 alter the
hﬁunﬁurins of the proposed ineorporation Iy increasing or deoveasing
the arss $e be incerporsted se as o inoluds only preperly conditioned
land,

The pestitisners are resident frecholders of Minnetrista Township
lscated in southwestern Hemnapin County. The township is bounded on
the West and South by Cerver County, on the Herth by the Village »f
Independence, and on the Esat by the Villages of Orone snd Mound.

(8ince this petition was filed the Villages of Mound and Island Park
bave merged and are nov both known as the Village of Mound, A1}
refeoresuces in this epinion o Mound will include the merged ares.
The former Village of Island Park furnished pert eof the bLoundary on
the Bast of the area proposed fer inceorpuration.)

Except for the territery incorperated by Mound and St. Benifacius,
this is a full geographiocal township containing approximately 30 sections
of land., (19,005 acres, of which 1344 anores are platted and 17,659
acres are unplatted,) Tue total assessed valuation is $92b,330, Of
this, the platted valuation is $299,629, and the unplatted valuatioen
i $6206,700,) |

The populatien as indicated Ly the census provided by the petitieners
is 2,076, Tus 1950 ftdnrnl.ﬂnntnntul census was 1936 parsoas but
this included the Dresuwood ares whese population at that time wvas from
400 %o 600, Dreswvwood was annexed to the Village of Mound in April,
1959, and petitioners’ census does not include the Dreamwood urea,
Henoce, the population increase iz in the area of 30% in the nine years
betwsen the 1930 census and the dnﬁﬁ of the petition.



Minnetrista Township is an urban town under the defiunition

of M8A 368.01 which permits the exavciss of willngu yawnru by townships
- which resain unincorporated but are, nevertheless, urban in charscter.
It is likewise within the class of urban Sewns described in laws 1939,
Chapter 686, Section 3 (the Municipal Comwission Act) which codifies
Hinnesots laws rﬁlmtin& to incorporation, annexation and municipal
boundary changes,

Tohis section requires the Commission sfter each decennial census
to review townships contsining wors than 2,000 pergons in tﬁatr
nn&nanrgurn&ua,trdn to determine whethuar the rﬁu&$¢n§n<thﬁrmwf wbuia
be better served by incorporaticn as & village or b? annegation tﬁ i
contiguous munioipality, |

Prior to the enactment of the Municipal Cemmission Act, the
Hinnesota Supreme Court has, on meny cceaslions, defined the test of
wvbat land is properly cenditiouned fer muni¢ipal government, In
determining suitability for municipsl governmsnt in this and future
proceedingn, the Commission will apply the teats enuwasiated by the
Hinnesota Supreme Court in the light of the specific findings reguired
by the new incorporation precedurs, and all ether material evidence ss
to the urbon or suburban charscter of the land sought to be incorporated,
having in wind the legislative directive of Ssotion 5 am to entire
townships meeting the population requirement thersunder which sesk to
incerporate. ” B

The Supreme Court had before it in Siate 9% ral ]
‘ , bacib Bly 57 Mimm. 526, S9 W.W. 972, 25 LRA 755, the
guestion of the constitutionality eof th&'nnﬁﬁ!iitén statute ceontained
at Laws 1885, Chapter 145.  There the Oourt, in order %o sustain

constitutionality, held that an sres to be incorperated must be ag
senditionsd as to bhe mroperiy subiseted S0 municipal gevermmssut. The
statute centained no such wegquirement. This is the apparont erigin

of the praperiy senditiongd test now contained in Seotion 3 ﬁmum to



m incorperations in the Mumicipal anum Act,  The Court sald
tmvk m;r othor mmﬁmtim would huw to tm mutmwu, mb.swt

om.y to statutory iimitations as o mhi&m; the amount mt uud
Platted into lots and blocks, m an ﬂw&tm. tm whele qunuan of
imemwtim. The Ceurt said tiwt any :w gﬂ“imnu “might inolude
a rural territory of 50 or 100 miles square, provided *they did net skip
over any as they sdvanced'™.  The Court intimated that if such was the
lugit:mtt‘m intent the aot would be mautwuﬁmx.

‘ﬂw Court went en to say, "the w ﬁmtu umtmhtm, as a
fu‘umtu wmum %o a village ommunm, 'Y w sapkexr |r
mammwm - and, in view of the expressed
ww#u of the act, m A% alse clear mm by the term lands adjnoent
thereieo u mmt ouly mmmummmmm
BreximiSy 3o She Rlatted Roptien As ia he suburban in sharagher, and to
mnmmﬁxntwmmmmmmm
It was never designed that remots tervitory,
baving ne natural conmection with the village; and no adaptability te
village purposes, should be inoluded.”

The inference was clear that were this not the intent of the
legisiaturs the act would not be upheld,

The test established in the uimum Village deocision as
refined in subsequent gpinions and partially swdified by Ssction 5 of
the Muxﬂi Commission Act is still the law in Minnesota, The fact
that this decision was written in 1899 does nothing to change its
nmnmﬁm.' In fact, there was better reason in the rural sra of
1894 for a liberal ruls as %o what land is preperly cenditioned for
sunicipal government than now whers land bas become part of a vast
metropolitan oemplex,

We would not hesitate %o deny the incorporation ef mmm,-mu
based upen the pressnt recerd were this not an effert to incorperate
an entire township lying within tho metropolitan arsa, presently
esxercising specisl village powers, in the direct path of future developers

w3 -



and subdividers and in & metropelitan olimate where the urgent issue
of the day is the purity of the water supply and the choice of wempens
of government necessary te preotect the publie health and safety.
| Minnetrista Tewnship hias no Liaces of business except a tavern,
In this respect it is neo differsnt from many other villages censtructed
from entire townships or large tracts within the metropolitan area.
Indesd it is several times larger in population than many villages
incorpovated undar prior law, This alone would not Justify its
incorporation becauss Beotien 3 of the Municipal Comuission Act ia
designed to prevent senssless and uneconomic incorporations.
But Gection 3 is qualified as to urban towns by Section 5 and
we now hold that different oriteria apply te the incorporation of
urban towns as defined iu Ssotion 3 than to ether attempted incorporations.
This ix true bscause the underlying philesophy of Sectien 5 is |
that the Sownship form of government is no lenger adegquate to the needs
of local governusat in a metrepelitan setting or in any Sownship
where the density of populagion indiocates a transition from rural to
urban characteristics. The refersnce in Seotion 5 %o 2,000 porsens
living in the unineerperated pertion of the township represents an »ffort
by the legislature to establish the transitieon point between a rural and
an urban communibty. ¥e bave smid hore that such an urban town is
not per se tervitory properly conditioned for municipal government.
Yot we must add that an urban town as defined in Ssction 5, already
sxercising special village powers under prior legislation, wust be
presumed térhﬂ urban in charsacter and properiy conditioned for municipal
government in the absence of evidence that such population is so dispersed
as #n loavg the township predominantly agrisultural. ‘
We think that Seotion 3 bas wodified she }MNinpsi

decisien and supporting opiniens whers an urban town, as defined in

‘anntinn j.vnmv exexoising special viliage powers, attempts to incerporate.

n“‘n



There is wne constitutional guestion invelved hers &8 there was
in the Minnstenka Yillage oase becauss the Court dealt with n law
permitiing the petitioners o descrihe the nm propesed For incerporation
and to submit the prepesition te a vote without administrative review,
The Court held, in effect, that this weuld be an improper delegatien of
legislative autherity to any 30 petitioners unless shey impesed the test
of preperiy sponditisnsd land set out in this decision, Here the
constitutional problem is met Ly s proper delegatieon of legislative
authority to this Commission, as an arm of the legislature, to pass on

the suitability for sunicipal govermment 2f an area proposed for
incorperaticn, before the slection is held, under disoretionary standards
pregoribed by the legialusure,

But we affirmatively assert that the test prepounded in the
Minonsianks YAllaga epinien, as affireesd and réfined in the decisions
- during the interveoing 66 years, ast only resains the lew as to all
sther situations but also serves as o gulde to determine if the
prasumption bolds that an urban town as defined in Section 5, is truly
urban in character and properly conditioned for suaicipal government,

We have doalt at length with sur understanding of the legislative
history and meaning of Section 5 in the Commission Opinien "I She Matker
of she Estitian.ef Ixeshalderxs feor Annaxation of Adisining Yninsexnsiated
Exeperty . « « 3o the City of ¥hike Dear laks® (A~22-60, April b, 1960,)
¥e there traced ths judioial bhistery of the Minuatonks YAllags decisien,
including the refinemsnts to make it applicabls te present urban growth

ant development in the metrepeliten nrea, ¥e reconciled the threv-

factor formuln of the Minaskonka Yillags decision with ocurrent urban
development in metropelitan areas,’ |

1
{The thres factors axe: (1) that the iand contain a
sampast ssnier far ihe puclsus af She penulatiens (2)
that the adjoining unplatted lands axs subirben in
t and {3) that the unplatted lands bave with
with platted portion & ynity of intersst in the maintenance
of the village goverament,)



¥hile the White Bear cass invelved annexatien, its principles
ars virtuslly the same, It i not necessary te comment here on the
problem of whether certain lands might be muiSARAX sendilisued to be
aanexed %o #n existing nucleus of population in the adjoining village
but net praperly sonditisned for municipal gevernment.

It is cruelal bere that the leglslature by Bgpotion 3 of the
Municipal Commiesion Act has declared Lits intent te bLring these urban
towns which are probed to be urban or suburban in charscter under village
government when the pepulatien reguirsment of Section 5 is coupled with
ths present exercise of village powers under prior law, in the sbsunce of
compelling reason why they should remeain Sownships, Bee alse Rogorxk sf
3be Comalesion on Mupicineld ADnexaklen and Sensslidakisn subwitted to the
1959 legislature, pages 17-19, under the title "Prapsssl sz o lxban Towns,”
and Ixoblsms of Urben Iewns (Iswnabiea) in Mianssots. Minneseta Legisl-
ative Research Comsittes, Pyblication Mo, 58, Nevember, 1953,

¥o would approve the incorperatien of Minnetriste with less
enthusisem were it not for the threatened boundary situation which arises
&n & rosult of 5 petition under Section 3, Subdivision 7 of the law we
adainistor, This subdivision provides that a municipality way annex
not to excesd 200 acres of unplatted lend by srdinance witheut Commissien
roview il the owner or a majority of the owners in number peatition the
governiang body of the municipality te have such land included thersin.

In the present case, prior to the filing of the petition to
incorporate sll of Mimmetrista, a petition was filed with the Mound Village
Council %o annex 28 acres of property on the South Side of Highway 119,
This is a gerrymandersad annexation, It may have besn partially u@ﬁ;vniuq'
by & desirs %o bring a trailer camp under village regulatien, azéputn
arose as to vhether the required nusber of ilawd swners signed thn nmtiﬁttu
for this annexation pursuant to subdivision 7. It is clear te Hl thlt
the reason the properiy on the nthnr side of Higbway 110 was net znuludnﬁ
in the potition is thbat She required land owners could net be pﬁrﬂnndod ‘
to sign the petition. One of the fundamental purpeses of the l?ﬁ?ﬁiﬂ!:

-,-‘q-  \



was %o aveld this type of gerrymandered anmexation but Subdivision ?;‘;
which was added in the Senate in the final heurs of the sessien to
expadite anmnexatiens where common consent exists, lsaves open the tyyuf 
of gerrymanderad annexation evidenced by this proposed annexation of |
Halotsad Heights to Mound, . f?\
It may be that this petition for aonexation triggered the %;w
Mionetrista petition fer incorporation, It is not in the wblic Lntogpﬁt
that sucli annexations occur but this is one over which the Municipal
Commigsien has no jurisdiction., The Mound Village Council has passed
a resolution aApproving the annexation,  If, because the pmtiiiqn
for annexation was filed prier to the petitien fer incorporation of
Hinnetrista, the proposed annexation takes priority, then the ensctument
of this resclutien presiudes us frem including this preperty in the
propesed incerporation area.
¥hile the Municipal Commission Act was establiwhed %e aveid
races to the Court Hpuse te establish priority of petitions, this
Commisslon has grave legal doubt as %o its suthority to include Halstead
Heights in the ares proposed for incorporation even though such
territory was inoluded in the area proposed in the petition. Ve de
net think it would be to the best inkerest of the peseple living in
the affected area to include it hsre and thus Yo furnish the basis for
lengthy litigation. If litigation is nevertheless initiated by
challenging property owners living within Halstesd Heights, this .
Commission has done what 1% can Yo aveid i%,  (The Village Ceuncil of
Myund agreed te hold off Tiling the erdinance annexing Halstead Helghts
until these proceddings are cowpleted while ressrving its claim to
the area.) The Commission has decided %o exercise iés authority
under Section 2, Subdivision J to alter the boundary of the area
proposed for incerporatien by deleting the property cosmmonly referred
te as Halstead Heights, which is the subject of the pricr petition for
annexation te Mound. This removes any guestion of priority 5f7¢1ntm
as to this tract, o
-




¥ note that Douglas Beach, which is included in the petitien for
incorporation, is not centiguous to the ramaining portien of Minnetrista
Township, The Commiesion suggested at several hearings that this be
annexed to Mound, ‘This has not besn accomplished te date, although a
petition bas been filed with fhu Mound Villags Councilly reguisite land
owners of the Douglas Beach arsa, ¥o have no cheice but %o include
Douglas Bench in the arsa approved for incorperation as the Village of
Hinnetrista. If Mgund emacts an ordinance to annex Deuglas Besoh
before the effective date of this order, July 14, 1960, the Commission
will modify the erder to delete Douglas Beach from the area approved for
incorperation,

This Commission has withheld a decision on the petitien to
incorperate Minnetrista in an effort %o permit a cowplete solution of
all of the complex boundary difficulties in this lake area, Ap a resuls,
the merger of Island Park and Mound was acoomplished to mutual bDenefit
of both communities. ¥We were hepeful that Douglas Beach could then be
annexed to the newly merged village uxngo it is now centiguous to NMound,
If Douglas Beach i3 annexed to Mound the remaining portion of Shady Isle
and Epchanted Island now & part of Shorewood, will be contiguous to the
expandad Village of Mound,

This logioally should later become part of Mound. These are the
considerntions the Commiwsion had in its deliberations. The constructive
results at this point have wmade the delay worthwhile,

The petition %o incorporate the propesed Village of Minnetrista
from the unincorporated sres of MNinnetyrista Township is, therefore,
approved, with the delstion of the Halstead Heighta area legally deseribed
in the attached Findings of Faoct, including Douglas Beach and all resmining
unincorporated property in the township.

¥6 note the cooperatiocn of everyone invelved in these procesdings
in a construotive sclution of the boundary preblems in this part of
Lake Minnatonks in Hennepin County. Much good has been accemplished
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by negotiations betweeon looal people and local units of government
in the Minnetrista area, The absence of rancor or high feeling as
these problems bave been discussed attests te the good will of all
umnairﬁua.und proves ths value of administrative hesrings in review
of ennﬁfnvtwuxa;.hnundnry situations, an area of government whioch teoo
often in the past bas been a combakant arens,

BY THE FULL COMMISSION:

Joseph Rebbie,
Chairman



