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IN 'l'IIE T IATTER OF THE PETITIOlT FOR THE AIJHEXATIOH 
OF THE T01:1t OF OAK PARK TO THE VILLAGE OF OAK 
PARK HEIGHTS 

The petition for annexation of the Tovm of Oak 

Park to the Village of Oak Park Heights came on for 

hearing pursuant to l:innesota Statutes 414.03$ as 

amended~ before the :iiunicipal Commission on the 20th 

day of Decenber$ 1965, at the Oak Park Elementary 

School~ Still1:·7ater~ l'Iinnesota. Robert ~-T .. Johnson, 

Chairmani Thonas TI. Byrne, Vice-Chairman~ Ed1rJard L. 

Henryo Hember~ Donald I. Cafferty~ Ex-Officio l:ember 1-

and Robert E. '.rright s Ex-Officio !:Iember .~~ together 'trJi th 

Irving R .. Keldsen~ Secretary~ uere in attendance. 

The Village of Oak Park Heights 'Has represented 

by Lyle J. Eckberg~ Esq. and the Board of Trustees of 

Oak Park 'l'o't'mship \'las represented by }lichard C. Hiniker). 

The Comnission being fully advised in the premises 

and having duly considered the testimony and exhibits 

received i11"~0 evidence together 1.1i th all files and 

records~ does hereby make and en·t.er the following: 

FTI-TDIIJC-S OF FACT 

I .. 

That the petition for annexation under 1'1hich this 

hearine; lJaS held 1.1as signed by a ~:1a.jority of the free-

holders of the land to be annexedq 



II. 

That the Village of Oak Park Heights did subnit a 

resolution approving the petition to annex the Tm11n 

of Oak Park to the Village of Oak Park Heights and 

indicated further in said resolution that they would 

be ~r1illing to accept said terri tory Hi thin the limits 

of the Village. 

IIIo 

That the boundaries of the Tm·mship of Oak Park 

are as follmr1s: The ToNnship is bounded on the east 

by the St. Croix Rivers on the north by Orleans Street~ 

and the City of Stilluater~ on the west by Fourth St" 

and Stillwater TmrJnship and on the south by U .J. High

way 212 and the Village of Oak Park Beights. 

IV .. 

That the quantity of the land to be annexed con

stitutes approximately 312 acres and that the quantity 

of land er.1braced by the Village of Oak Park Heights 

is approxiraate1y 400 acres. According to the 1960 

census 5 the number of residents in the Tm·m of Oak Park 

was 582 and according to the census attached to the 

petition~ the nunber of residents v1as 611 at the date 

of petitioningo That the population~ according to the 

1960 census of the Village of Oak Park Heightss 't'Jas 

approxir1a.tely 175. 

Vo 

That the Village of Oak Park Heights.\) in order to 

properly expand and form an efficiently organized 

governmenta.~ unit.~ requires annexation to accommodate 

population increase and constructim1o 

VI .. 

That the taxes in the annexed territory are not 

expected to increase nor t.·dll the taxes in the an~1exing 

territory as a result of said annexation. 
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VII .. 

That the To1mship cannot under existing federal 

regulations meet the existing and anticipated needs for 

governmental services to its residents~ in particular 

t•1ater syst~em and adequate sel:iage disposal; and that the 

restut of an expanded village uill have adequate tax 

base and governmental facilities to provide these services .. 

VIII .. 

That the 'I'ovmship forr,t of government does not 

adequately cope VJith the problems of urban or suburban 

growth "~'dthin the area. 

IX .. 

That the Tovm of Oak Park has no prior existing 

indebtedness. 

CONCLUSIOI~S OF LAl-I' 

I .. 

Pursuant to the petition and the applicable la'lrJS 

of the State of Hinnesota~ the ?Tunicipal Cor:1mission 

has duly acquired jurisdiction of the 1:-1ithin proceedings .. 

IIo 

That it 1rwuld be in t.he best interests of the 

Village of Oak Park IIeights and the TO"tm of Oak Park 

and the residents therein that the said property be 

anne)::ed in order to protec:t the public health 3 safety~ 

and welfare and to provide necessary governrnental 

services .. 

III. 

That the tm11nship form of government is not ade

quate to cope l'!ith the above refe:L~enced problems and 

that the Village of Oak Park Heights can best serve 

the needs existing and as they can reasonably be 

anticipated., 

... ?., 



IV. 

That therefore an Order should be issued by the 

I-Iinnesota IIunicipal Cori.lmission annexing to 'the Village 

of Oak Park Heights the entire To"tm of Oak Park~ ~.rash

ington County~ Hinnesota 't>Ji th the exception of the 

follo't-1ing described property: 

City of 

All of Blocks.Twelve (12)~ Thirteen (13)~ 
and Fourteen (14) of Uebster's Third 
Addition and one-half of the streets 
abutting thereon~ which was annexed to the 

Stillwater by Commission Order of January 26~ 

0 R D E R 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION FOR THE 
ANNEXATION OF THE TOWN OF OAK PARK TO 
THE VILLAGE OF OAK PARK HEIGHTS 

IT IS ORDERED: pursuant to M.S.A. 414.03~ Sub-

division l~ Subdivision 3 and Subdivision 4 that the 

entire Town of Oak Park with the exception of Blocks 

12 5 l3s and 14 of Webstervs Third Addition and one-half 

of the streets abutting thereon be and the same hereby 

is annexed to the Village of Oak Park Heights the 

same as if it had been originally made a part thereof. 

Dated this 21st day of March~ 1966 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COM1~ISSION 
459 Rice Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55103 

// ~-r··/ ;:r---1' If 
\/I~~-z R. K~l~~~-r--

S e c r e t a r y 




