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FINDINGS OF FACT 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND 

ORDER 

THIS PROCEEDING under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 414, as amended, for 

annexation to the City of Stillwater of certain property located in the Township 

of Stillwater, Washington County, Minnesota, more particularly described herein, 

came on for hearing before the Minnesota Municipal Co~~ssion in the City of 

Stillwater in the County Office Building on the 9th day of September, 1971 at 

10:00 A. M. Robert W. Johnson, Chairman of the Minnesota Municipal Commission, 

presided at the hearingo In attendance were Commissioners Robert J. Ford, Idor A. 

Pederson, County Commissioner, and Don L. Cafferty, County Commissioner, as Ex-

. Officio Members. 

Said Petition had been received by the 11innesota Mtmicipal Commission 

on April 7, 1971 and objections to said annexation were received from the Town-

ship on Hay 18, 1971. The petitioner was represented by the City Attorney for 

the City of Stillwater, Harold D. Kimmel, and the Township was represented by 

James D. Gibbs. Continued hearings were called through due notice to all parties, 

and on September 21, 1971 a motion to j_ntervene in said proceedings was received 

from Minnesota Public Interest Research Grou? and was granted by the Commission . 

on that date. 

On December 10, 1971 a motion was made by the petitioner to receive a 

petition to expa.TJ.d sa1d proceeding to i.nc:lude additional property, a petition for 

inclusion of the same having been submitted by the property owner Paul D. Emerson, 

and consent of the original petitioner having also been filed. Said motion was 



On YJarch 21, 1972 a combined hoaring in this proceeding was held with 

Proceeding No. A-2056, at which time 'said proceedings were consolidated for the 

purposes of taking testimony, and at said proceeding the Connnission, upon due 

notice to all parties concerned, made its Order expanding the hearing to include 

in the proceeding consideration of the possibiltty of annexation of property 

located in Stillwater Township lying south of I1innesota State Trunk Highway No. 96. 

Thereafter continued hearings were called on said consolidated proceeding through 

due notice from time to time. 

The Comm.ission, having considered the testimony of witnesses, the 

exhibits received in evidence, and all of the e\~dence, the files and records 

herein, and being fully advised in the prei!'..ises, makes the following Findings of 

Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order: 

FINDINGS OF FACT. 

1. Due, timely and adequate legal notice of the hearing ordered by the 

Hinnesota Municipal Corrnn.ission was served and filed. 

2. Due, timely and adequate objection to the proposed annexation of 

the property herein described was filed by the Tmm of Stillwater, Washington 

County, Hinnesota, by its Town Board. 

3o The area proposed for annexation is hereafter fully described and 

is located adjacent to and abuts the corporate limits of the City of Stillwater, 

County of Washington, Minnesota. 

4. That all of the property owners in the area proposed for annexation 

have joined in or consented to the proposed annexation. 

5o That the City of StilJwater, according to the 1970 United States 

Census, had a population of 10,191; that the property included in the original 

annexation proceeding at the time of the initial hearing on this proceeding, 

hereafter referred to as the Wild Pines property, had a population of 5; that the 

property owned by Paul D. Emerson, hereafter referred to as the Emerson property, 

proposed to be included in this proceeding had a population of 7; that the Wild 

Pines property, if developed in accordance with the proposed plans for the smne 
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that no projection or specific plans for the development of the Emerson property 

were available or had been made. 

6. That the present zoning of both the Wild Pines property and the 

Emerson property are for single family residential development, and the pattern 

of development of property located within the City of Stillwater adjacent to 

the same is consistent with that zoning, ru1d such development is consistent with 

comprehensive plans for the development of the ·property developed by the Metro

politan Council; tr~t the ultimate zoning· control of said property is presently 

under the jurisdiction of Washington County, and that the Town of Stillwater has 

zoning, housing, building codes and sub-division l'egulations; that adequate 

ordinances covering the same subjects are in existence and would be operable 

within the limits of the City of Stillwater. 

7o That each of said properties are within the watershed of Long Lake, 

a portion of which lake is located within the City of Stillwater and a portion of 

which is located within the Town of Stillwater; that the natural drainage of a 

portion of the_ ~-lild Pines property is into a ponding area located on the Emerson 

property, and annexation of the Emerson property to the City of Stillwater would 

facilitate dealing with the problems of storm water drainage in the Long Lake 

watershed. 

8. That municipal services of the City of Stillwater or proposed 

improvements, including water, sewer, fire and police protection street improve

ments and maintenance, and recreation facilities, are adequate to provide such 

services to the Wild Pines and Emerson properties, although detailed plans for 

service to the Emerson property as to sewers have not been developed. 

9o That the 1971 assessed valuation of the City of Stillwater was 

$5,315,660.00 and the municipal mill rate for the City of Stillwater for that 

year was 120o23; that the assessed valuation of the Wild Pines property is 

$~.00 and the assessed valuation of the Emerson property is $ 1648.0~; 

That the 1971 mill rate for the Town of Stillwater was 29 • 22 • that the 

bonded indebtedness of the City of Stillwater for the year 1971 of all types was 

$4,550,000oOO. 
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10. That the proposed annexation of the Wild Pines property and the 

·development of the same can be adequate1y provided for by School District 834, 

the school district within which all of said property is located. 

llo That since no projected development of the Emerson property has 

been proposed, the effect of its development upon school development can not be 

projected at the present time. 

12. That the annexation of both of said parcels will not place a 

hardship upon the Tmm of Stillwater relative to its ability to continue to 

carry on its functions of government. 

13. That it is to the best interests of the annexing munic~pality and 

all of the property proposed for annexation that said property be annexed to the 

City of Stillwater in that the needed government services can best be provided 

through annexation, and that even though plans for development of the Emerson 

property are not presently available, annexation to the City of Stillwater would 

be desirable in that the property is about to become urban in character. 

14o That expansion of the annexation to include the Emerson property 

is desirable in order to improve the symmetry of the area proposed for annexation 

and to include within said municipality the control of the County Road included 

with or adjacent to the property proposed for annexation. 

15. That the areas proposed for annexation are described as follows: 

Wildpines property: 

-All that part of the N~ of mf-4 of Section 32, Township 30 
North, Range 20 ~iest described as follows: Commencing at a 
point on the South line of said North Half of the ~ of said 
Section 32 where said line intersects the l-mst line of the 
County Road No. 5, also known as Olive Street cut-off road; 
thence proceeding northeasterly along said vTest line of said 
road a distance of 360 feet to the point of beginning of the 
tract to be described; thence northwesterly at right angles 
to the west line of said road for a distance of 215 feet; 
thence Northeasterly on a line parallel to the West line of 
said road for a distance of 240 feet; thence Southeasterly on 
a line at right angles to the last mentioned line for a distance 
of 215 feet more or less to the West line of said road; thence 
Soutbimsterly along the Hest line of said road 240 feet more or 
less to the point of beginning. 

SE% of NE% of Sec. 31, and all that part of the ~ of NW;q; of 
Sec. 32, described as follows, viz: Beginning at. a point where 
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the South line of the S~ of NW~ of Sec. 32 intersects the center 
line of the Stillwater & St. Paul road, and running thence North
easterly along the center line of said road to a point Two rods 
North of said South line of the sJ.;; of NH)z of said Sec. 32; thence 
\;lesterly parallel with and two rods distant Northerly from said 
South line 22 Rods to a point; thence Northeast~rly on a line 
parallel with the center line of said road to the North line of 
the S~ of NH!z of said Sec. 32; thence Westerly on said North line 
to the Northwest corner of said S~ of NWl;; of said Sec. 32; thence 
Southerly on the \;lest line of said S~ of NWl;; of said Sec. 32 to 
the Southwest corner thereof; thence Easterly on the South line 
of said S~ of NHl;; of said Sec. 32 to the place of beginning, all 
of said lands being in Tp. 30, Rge. 20 West; excepting therefrom 
the North 208.7 feet of the South 241.7 feet of the East 196.4 
feet of the NE~ of Sec. 31; and the North 208.7 feet of the South 
241.7 feet of the West 221 feet of the t-n·tk of Sec. 32, Tp. 30, 
Rge. 20. 

Emerson Property: 

All that part of the South Half of the Northwest Quarter 
,(S-1 of NW·U of Section Thirty-two (32), Township Thirty (30) 
North, Range Twenty (20) \·lest, described as follows: 

Beginning at a point \vhere the 6~ South Line of the NW)z of 
Section 32 intersects the center line of the Stillwater and 
St. Paul road; running thence Northeasterly along the center 
line of said road to a point two (2) rods North of said South 
line of the South % of the North~est ~ ~f said Section 32; 
thence \.Jesterly parallel with and 2 rods distant northerly 
from said South line t>~nty-two (22) rods to a point; thence 
Northeasterly on a line parallel with the center line of said 
road to the North line of the South % of the Northwest ~ of 
said Section 32; ~kefiee-We~~e~ty-eR-s~~e-NertH-t~Re-te-the 
Netr€fiwee~.-eel'!rte'f'-ef-eB.ici-~eeeieBt thence Easterly on said 
North line to the Northeast corner of the South ~ of the 
Northwest ~ of Section 32; thence Southerly on the East line 
of said South % of the Northv1est -k of Section 32 to the 
Southeast corner thereof; thence ~aseerty Westerly on the 
South line of said South % of the Northwest -k of said Section 32 
to the place of beginning~ 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Hinnesota Municipal Commission duly acquired and now has 

jurisdiction on this annexation proceeding. 

2. The area proposed for annexation is so conditioned and so located 

as to be properly subject to the municipal government of the City of Stilhvater, 

Washington County, Minnesota. 

3. There is no need fo-r the continuance of any to'l-mship government 

within the area proposed for annexation. 
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4. The City of Stillwater, Washington County, Minnesota, is capable 

and is best situated to provide the governmental services presently needed and 

those services which will become necessary in the future in the area proposed 

for annexation. 

5. The proposed annexation to the City of Stillwater, Washington 

County, Minnesota will not materially affect the capability of the Township of 

Stillwater to qontir.u~ its normal operation. 

6. The iamexation of the area to the City of Stillwater, Washington 

County, Minnesota would be in the best interests of the area affected. 

1. An Order should be issued by the Minnesota Municipal Commission 

annexing to the City of Stillwater the real estate located in Washington County, 

Minnesota and described herein. 

ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the real estate situated in the County of 

Washington, State of }tinnesota, described as follows be and the same is hereby 

annexed to the. City of Stillwater, 11innesota, the same as if it had been originally 

made a part thereof: 

All that part of the W-:2 of Nl·fl:q: of Section 32, Township 30 
North, Range 20 West described as follows: Commencing at a 
point on the South line of said North Half of the N1~4 of said 
Section 32 where said line intersects the west line of the 
County Road Noe 5, also kno>in as Olive Street cut-off road; 
thence proceeding northeasterly along said west line of said 
road a distance of 360 feet to the point of beginning of the 
tract to be described; thence northwesterly at right angles 
to the west line of said road for a distance of 215 feet; 
thence Northeasterly on a line parallel to the 1>lest line of 
said road for a distance of 240 feet; thence Southeasterly on 
a line at right angles to the last mentioned line for a distance 
of 215 feet more or less to the West line of said road; thence 
Southwesterly along the west line of said road 240 feet more or 
less to the point of beginning. 

S~ of~ of Sec. 31, and all that part of the S~ of~ of 
Sec. 32, described as follows, viz: Beginning at a point where 
the South line of the s1.z of N"W4 of Sec. J2 intersects the center 
Une of the Stilhmter & St Paul road, and running thence North
easterly along the center line of said road to a point ~~o rods 
North of said South line of the S~ of N\'~4 of said Sec. 32; thence 
Westerly parallel ;.r.Lth and two rods distant Northerly from said 
South line 22 rods to a point; thence Northesterly on a line 
parallel with the center line of said road to the North line of 
the s!.z of N\-!4 of said Sec. 32; thence Westerly on said North line 
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to tl1e Northwest corner of said S~ of NW~ of said Sec. 32; thence 
Southerly on the Hcst Une of said S~ of N\1/~ of said Sec. 32 to 
the South,.;rest corner thereof; thence Easterly on the South line 
of said S~ of NW~ of said Sec. 32 to the place of beginning, all 
of said lands being in Tp. 30, Rgc. 20 West; excepting therefrom 
the North 208.7 feet of the South' 2.41.7 feet of the East 196.4 
feet of the NE~ of ·sec. 31; and the North 208.7 feet of the South 
241.7 feet of the West 221 feet of the NWk of Sec. 32, Tp. 30, 
Rge. 20. 

- and -

All that part of the South Half of the Northwest Quarter 
(S~ of NWlz;) of Section Thirty-t,.;ro (32), Township Thirty (30) 
North, Range Twenty (20) West, described as follows: 

Beginning at a point where the S~ _South Line of the NHlz; of 
Section 32 intersects the center line of the Stillwater and 
St. Paul road; running thence Northeasterly along the center 
line of said road to a point tHo ( 2) rods North of said' South 
line of the South ~ of the NorthHest -% of said Section 32; 
thence Westerly parallel with and 2 rods distant northerly 
from said South line t;.;renty-tlvO (22) rods to a point; thence 
Northeasterly on a line parallel with the center line of said 
road to the North line of the South ~ of the Northwest -% of 
said Section 32; theRee~Weste~~y-eR-said-No~th-~iRe-te-the 

Ne~~hweet-ee~Ae~-ef-saia-eeetieR~ thence Easterly on said 
Northline to the Northeast corner of the South~ of the 
Northwest -% of Section 32; thence Southerly on the East line 
of said South ~ of the Northwest };; of Section 32 to the 
Southeast corner thereof; thence Eas~er~y Westerly on the 
South line· of said South ~ of the Northwest };; of said Section 32 
to the place of beginning. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That until the next state or federal census the 

population of Stillwater shall be increased to 10,203 for all purposes. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That all other assets and obligations of the 

Town of Stillwater shall remain the property and responsibility of the 

Township. 

A>~NDED ORDER Dated this ~ay of~, 1973 

MINNESOTA HUNICIPAL COHHISSION 
304 Capitol Square Building 

St .. • X au l, t·f'~;me" o.-~ a 5 51 Ofi
1 

f) N J ft .' I (JJI. ·. ' '"t.., f/:. fl. / /'~/' vi··,· . 

mw!J)Jj/ J"U .' \~ \Y . . f. . ., 
Howard L. Kaibel, Jr. 
Executive Secx·etary 
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