
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION FOR DETACHMENT OF CERTAIN 

LAND FROM THE CITY OF MINNESOTA LAKE, MINNESOTA 

PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES SEC. 414.06 

TO: Office ofAdministrative Hearings 
Municipal Boundary Adjustment Unit 
P.O. Box 64620 
St. Paul, MN 5 5 164-0620 

PETITIONERS STATE: The number ofpetitioners required by Minnesota Statutes sec. 

414.06 subd. 1 to commence this proceeding is: all ofthe property owners if the area is 

less than 40 acres; or 75% or more of the property owners in number if the area is more 

than 40 acres. 

It is hereby requested by all of the property owners to detach certain property described 

herein from the City of Minnesota Lake and make a pati of the Township ofMinnesota 

Lake. 

1. There are four prope1iy owners ofthe prope1ty proposed for detachment. 

2. All (i.e. four) property owners have signed this petition. 

3. The property is situated within the City ofMinnesota Lake, abuts the municipal 

boundary, and is located in the County ofFaribault. The petitioned area abuts on the City's 

East and South boundaries. 

4. The property proposed for detachment is rural in character and not developed for 

urban residential, commercial, or industrial purposes. 

5. The reasons detachment is requested are: 

The property that is the subject of this petition receives no benefits from the City 

but is subjected to a City rural service tax rate that is approximately 3 .2 times the rate in 

Minnesota Lake Township (39.9000 compared to 12. 1290). 

Because ofthe rural character of the property, County rather than City ordinances 

regulating the use of property are more appropriate. 

Furthermore: 

(a) The detachment would not unreasonably affect the symmetry of the City. 
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(b) The land is not needed for reasonably anticipated future development. The 

area subject to this Petition is far away from the retail area of the City, and there 

are no shortages of housing or buildable lots for residential or commercial 

purposes in the City. 

(c) There is no basis for finding that the remainder of the City cannot continue 

to carry on the functions of government without undue hardship. The City does not 

run any of its services through the area to be detached. 

6. Summary of effmis to resolve the issues: In approximately the Summer of 2013, 

Petitioner Lori M. Sonnek asked the City Clerk whether the City Council would be 

willing to detach the Sonnek prope1iy, and was told it would not. Note that the Sonneks 

requested detachment not only because of the higher taxes paid to the City compared to 

what would be paid to the town, but also because some city ordinances appropriate for 

regulating land use in an urban area are inappropriate for Petitioners' rural property. In 

approximately 1998 and 2006, Petitioner Mark Gregor asked the City Council for relief 

from the dispropmiionately high City tax rate. In both instances, some relief was provided 

via a rural service district, but the difference between the City tax and what would be the 

tax in the town continues to grow. 

7. The number of acres in the property proposed for detachment is 394.6 and is 

described as follows: 

(a) Tax Parcel ID number R28.003.0400: 

The East Half of the Southeast Quatier (El/2 SEl/4), Sect. Three (3), Tl 04N 

R25W. 

(80 acres, owned by Petitioners Mark Gregor and Rebecca Gregor) 

(b) Tax Parcel ID number R28.003.0500: 

Lots One (1) through Thirteen (13) inclusive in Block One (1) ofNordass 

Subdivision in the Village ofMinnesota Lake, all in the Nmihwest Quarter of the 

Southwest Quaiier (NWl/4 SW¼), Sect. Three (3), Tl 04N R25W 

AND ALSO 

The East Four (4) acres of the Southwest Quatier of the Northeast Quarter (SW] /4 

NE¼), the East Half of the Northeast Quarter (El/2 NEJ/4), and the East Nine (9) 

acres of the Northwest Quaiier of the Nmiheast Quarter (NWl/4 NEI/4), all in 

Sect. Three (3) Tl 04N R25W, 



Except the following described tract: 

Commencing at a point 559 .5 feet South of a point 26 feet No1ih 89 degrees 15.75 

minutes West of the N01iheast corner of the East Half of the N011heast Quarter 

(El/2 NEl/4) os said Sect. Three (3), running thence North 87 degrees 39 minutes 

West 952.10 feet; thence South 3 degrees 38.5 minutes East 908.9 feet; thence 

South 89 degrees 18.5 minutes East 451.9 feet to a point; thence South68 degrees 

57.5 minutes East 150.90 feet to a point; thence South 89 degrees 57 .5 minutes 

East 291.35 feet; thence North 0 degrees 35.25 minutes East 927.88 feet to point 

of beginning, containing 19.22 acres more or less. 

(73.78 acres, owned by Petitioners Mark Gregor and Rebecca Gregor) 

(c) Tax Parcel ID number R28.003.0301: 

The West 62 acres ofthe Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SE1/4 

NWl/4) and the East Half of the Southwest Quarter (El/2 SW¼) lying East of 

State Highway 22 right ofway; the East boundary of which shall be parallel with 

the West lineof said tract in Sect. Three (3), Tl 04N R25W. 

(62 acres, owned by Petitioners Mark Gregor and Rebecca Gregor) 

(d) Tax Parcel ID number R28.003.0300: 

The Southeast Quarter of the N011hwest Quarter (SEl/4 NWl/4), the Southwest 

Quarter of the Northeast Qua11er (SWl/4 NEl/4 except the East four (4) acres 

thereof, the West Half of the Southeast Quarter (Wl/2 SEl/4), the N01iheast 

Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NEI/4 SWl/4, and all that part of the Southeast 

Quarterofthe Southwest Quarter (SEl/4 SWl/4) which lies East of the right of 

way of Trunk Highway 22, all in Sect. Three (3) Tl 04N R25W, 

Except the following described tract: 

The West 62 acres of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SEl/4 

NWI/4) and the East Half of the Southwest Quarter (El/2 SW¼) lying East of 

State Highway 22 right of way; the East boundary ofwhich shall be parallel with 

the West lineof said tract in Sect. Three (3), Tl 04N R25W. 

(159.60 acres, owned by Petitioners Mark Gregor and Rebecca Gregor) 



(e) Tax Parcel JD number R28.003.0200: 

Commencing at a point 559.5 feet South of a point 26 feet North 89 degrees 15.75 

minutes West of the No11heast corner of the East Half of the Northeast Qua11er 

(El/2 NEl /4) os said Sect. Three (3), running thence North 87 degrees 39 minutes 

West 952.10 feet; thence South 3 degrees 38.5 minutes East 908.9 feet ; thence 

South 89 degrees 18 .5 minutes East 451.9 feet to a point; thence South68 degrees 

57.5 minutes East 150.90 feet to a point; thence South 89 degrees 57.5 minutes 

East 291.35 feet; thence No11h Odegrees 35.25 minutes East 927.88 feet to point 

of beginning, containing 19.22 acres more or less. 

(19.22 acres, owned by Petitioners Peter C. Sonnek and Lori M. Sonnek) 

8. Tax Parcel JD number R280.030.0200 contains two buildings, including one house 

in which Petitioners Peter C. Sonnek and Lori M. Sonnek reside. There are no buildings 

on any of the other prope11y to be detached. 

9. The number ofresidents in the area proposed for detachment is two (i.e. 

Petitioners Peter C. Sonnek and Lori M. Sonnek). 

10. There are no public improvements on the property to be detached. 

regor, Parcel 

1~~~ 
Peter C. Sonnek, Parcel Owner 

Date: J/ID / t1 

_/~/ 
Steven J. Vatndal, Attorney for Petitioners 

Lie.# 0273120 
Attorney for Petitioners 
Law Office of Steven J. Vatndal 
404 Hope St., Ste. 2 
Mankato, MN 5600 I 
507-345-8290 
svatndal@hickorytech.net 

mailto:svatndal@hickorytech.net


.·~ 

, ~ --
,•. ~ 

rj 

' 

.I 

* +-----_,' 

· 

- ~ 

• If==

I 

==t 

~: .. 
i , - . '.II' 1,(1.,,I~· 

.u 
ti 

--- '-¾-:·•,;; - ~ - ·- r...,;,.;;;,;;... 

---~ ,M-/-



W-
Legend 
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Sections 
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Quarters Quarter: 
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Road Centerline 
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Parcel ID 280030300 Alternate ID n/a Owner Address GREGOR,MARK 

Sec/Twp/Rng 03-104-025 Class 101-AGRICULTURAL PO BOX266 

Property Address Acreage 159.6 MINNESOTA LAKE, MN 56068 

District 2802 MINNESOTA LAKE RSD 
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Th-'i-con Faribault County, MN 

Overview 

··r

Brief Tax Description Sect-03Twp-104Range-025159.60AC AL: SW 1/4OF NE 1/4EX E4A& W 1/2 OF SE 1/4& THE FOLLOWING DESCR 
TR EX W62A THEREOF: SE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 & E 1/2 OF SW 1/4 LYE OF HWY 
(Note: Not to be used on legal documents) 

Date created: 10/9/2019 
Last Data Uploaded: 10/8/2019 9:56:33 PM 
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