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» This proceeding was commenced by a petition of property owners
within a specified area of Monticello Township (herein "town") for
annexation of that area into the Village of Monticello (herein "villagewn),
Within the time allowed by the Statutes, the supervisors of the town
requested discussions to designate an area in need of orderly annexation.
No agreement was reached and hearings were conducted by the Muniecipal
Commission.

Sitting as ex-officio members of the Minnesota Municipal Commission
were Wright County Commissioners Henry Berg and Leonard Christofferson.
Gary L. Pringle, and Paul Melchert, appeared in behalf of the

Village of Monticello. James Metcalf appeared in behalf of the Township
of Monticello. Raymond J. Haik appeared in behalf of Northern States
Power Company.

The Commission, having considered the testimony of the witnesses, the
exhibits received in evidence and all other evidence, the arguments of
counsel and the files and records herein, and being fully advised in the
premises, makes the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of‘Law and

Order.
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. A petition of a majority of the property owners in the following

deseribed area located in the Town of Monticello requesting annexation to



the Village of Monticello was received by the Minnesota Municipal Commission
on October 29, 1969.

Beginning-at-a-peint-en-the-Misgicsippi-that-marks
the-interseesion-with-the-Nerth-Seuth-eenberiine-of
Seation-Thirty-twe~{32);-Township-1RR2-Nerthy-Range
25-West4-thenese-Seuth-en-said-1ine-to-Gounty-Road
Nov-304-thenee-East-along-County-Read-Ner~-39-t0-the
Eastern-boundary-of-Seetion-Nine-{9};-Township-121
Nerthy-Range-R5-West$-thenee-Seuth-aleng-said-Seetion
iine-to-the-East-West-eenterltine-of-Seaebion-Twenby-twe
{22} --Township-1R1-Nortkh -Range-25-Wesk$-thernae-Bast
en-gaid-eenseriine-threugh-Seetion-Twenty~-two-{22}5
Twensy-three-{23};-and-Twenty-four-{24}5-atl-in
Township-1i2i-Nerth;-Range-25-Westy-and-eontinuing-Kast
en-the-came-tine-through-Seetion-Nineteen-£{19)-and
3<{L-of-Twenty-4{20}-~-in-Townehip-121-North;-Range-24
West-to-the-Townechip-road4-thenee-Nersh-te-the
Migsissippi-Riveri-thenee-Northwesterliy-aleng-the-eourse
of-the-Missiseippi-River-to-the-point-of-beginningy
with-the-exeeption-of-the-V¥illage-of-Montiaeelleo-as-now
piatteds

Starting at a point on the Mississippi River that marks

the intersection with the west section line of Section

32 - Township 122 North - Range 25 West, Wright County
Minnesota; thence south on said section line to the

southwest corner of said section 32:; thence west a distance
of 1/2 mile along the north boundary of section 6 - 121 - 25
to the northwest corner of the Northeast 1/4 section of

6 - 121 - 253 thence southerly along the centerline of the
presently existing township road to the point of intersection
with Wright County Road #39: thence east along the center
line of said county road #39 to the west line of section

8 - 121N - 25W: thence south along said section line to

the southwest corner of the northwest 1/4L of said section

8:; thence west 1/2 mile along the north boundary of the
southeast 1/4 of section 7 -~ 121N - 25W; thence south

along the center line of said section 7 to the northwest
corner of the southwest 1/4 of the southeast 1/4 of

section 7 - 121 - 253 thence east to the center line of
section 8 -121 -~ 25: thence south on the presently existing
township road on the center line to_the south boundary of
said section 8:; thence west along the south boundary of said
section & to the northwest corner of section 17 - 121N - 25W;
thence south along the west boundary of said section 17 to
the southwest corner of the northwest 1/4 of the northwest
1/, of said section 8 thence east slightly less than 1/2 mile
to the intersection with the presently existing township road;
thence in a southerly direction along the centerline of said
township road to the south boundary of section 17:; thence east




along the south boundaries of sections 17, 16, 15, and

1, to the centerline of section 1lL: thence north along

the said centerline of section 14 to the southwest corner
of the northeast 1/, of said section 1L thence east
along the south boundary of the northeast 1/, of section

1,4 to the east boundary line of said section 1l4:; thence
south along the east boundary of section 14 to the South
west corner of section 13 - 121 - 25: thence east along the
south boundary of section 13 a distance of approximately
3/, mile to a point that marks the intersection with
township road:; thence south along the centerline of said
township road to the southwest corner of the northeast

1/L of the northeast 1/L of section 24 - 12IN - 25W; thence
east on a line that intersects with Wright County Road #118;
thence southeasterly along the centerline of said county
road #118 to the intersection of said county road #118 and
the centerline of section 19 - 121N - 24W; thence north

along said centerline of section 19 to the intersection of
Minnesota State Hiéhwai %1525 thence northwesterli aloné the
centerline of said Minnesota State Highway #152 to the

intersection of said State Highway #152 with the east

boundary of section 13 - 121 - 25: thence north to the
intersection of county road #39: thence west 108.32 feet

on the centerline of said county road #39 to the point of
intersection with the centerline of Mississippi Drive as
platted in Hoglund's Addition; thence north and northwesterly
along the centerline of said Mississippi drive to the point

of intersection with the east boundary line of lot #2 block

#1 of said Hoglund's Addition as projected; thence northeasterly
along the east boundary of said lot #2 to the Mississippi
River; thence northwesterly along the course of the Mississippi

River to the point of beginnin with the exception of the
Village of Monticello as now platted.

2. A resolution of the Village Council of the Village of Monticello

approving the proposed annexation was received by the Minnesota Municipal

Commission on October 30, 1969.

3. A copy of the resolution of the Town Board of the Town of Monticello
requesting discussions with the Village of Monticello to designate an area
as in need of orderly annexation was received by the Minnesota Municipal
Commission on December 12, 1969.

L. No proceeding for orderly annexation was initiated by the Village

and Town. and the matter came on for hearing before the Minnesota Municipal



Commission on January 7, March 24, March 25, April 19, April 20, and May
14, 1971.

5. Due, timely and adequate notice of the hearing before the Minnesota
Municipal Commission was published, served and filed.

6. The population of the Village of Monticello in 1890 was 503, in
1968 it was 1,477, and in 1970 it was 1,636. The populations in the Township
of Monticello for these three dates were 890, 1,088 and 2,240. The population
projections indicate that the Monticello Township population in 1990 will be
11,000. The projections for the Village of Monticello indicate that there
will be 2,107 within the present corporate limits of the Village by 1990.

The limited growth in the Village of Monticello is a result of the lack of

room for growth.

7. The present area of land included within the present corporate
Village boundaries of the Village of Monticello is 830 acres. There are
approximately 46 square miles in the Township of Monticello.

8. Monticello S&hool District No. 882 serves the Monticello Township

and the Village of Monticello.
9. The following described property contains urban development and
factors are present which will generate further urban development.

Beginning at a point on the Mississippi that marks
the intersection with the North-South centerline of
Section Thirty-two (32), Township 122 North, Range
25 West; thence South on said line to County Road
No. 39; thence East along County Road No. 39 to the
Eastern boundary of Section Nine (9), Township 121
North, Range 25 West; thence South along said Section
line to the East-West centerline of Section Twenty-
two (22), Township 121 North, Range 25 West; thence
East on said centerline through Section Twenty-two
(22), Twenty-three (23), and Twenty-Four (24), all
in Township 121 North, Range 25 West, and continuing
East on the same line through Section Nineteen (19)
and 3/4 of Twenty (20), in Township 121 North, Range



24 West to the Township road; thence North to the
Mississippi River; thence Northwesterly along the course
of the Mississippi River to the point of beginning,

with the exception of the Village of Monticello as

now platted.

10. Monticello School District No. 882 owns and operates an
elementary school adjacent to the present village limits and within the
area described in Finding No. 9. The village provides water and sewer
service to this school.

11. The route of Interstate Highway 92 (I-94) passes through the
town in an easterly-westerly direction. The route is approximately 1,700
feet south of the railroad tracks which are located on the southerly edge
of the village. An interchange with Minnesota Trunk Highway 25 will serve
the village. The site of this interchange is within the area described
in Finding No. 9. Other I-94 interchanges will be at Hasty and Clearwater
west of the Village of Monticello and at Albertville and St. Michael east
of the Village of Monticello.

12. The area described in Finding No. 9 includes the Kjellberg
Mobile Home Park. This park includes 400 acres of land presently occupied
by 200 mobile homes with 200 more anticipated.

13. The area described in Finding No. 9 includes the River Terrace
Mobile Home Park. This park includes 20 acres and is presently occupied
by 69 mobile homes and 102 campsites. The owner has purchased 40 additional
acres for further development. This park is northwest of the present
village along the Mississippi River.

14. The area described in Finding No. 9 includes the Stan Hall

addition which is about one and one-half miles west of the present village

limits and contains 33 homes with approximately 10 lots remaining. No



municipal water or sewer services are provided in this addition. Two
homes have had trouble with their on site sewage disposal systems.

15. The area described in Finding No. 9 includes a county park
which is located immediately north of the Stan Hall addition. Over 200
automobiles enter this park on an average weekend.

16. There are at least fifteen plats of record and six proposed
plats in the town. All but four of these are in or near the érea
described in Finding No. 9.

17. The area described in Finding No. 9 includes Northern States
Power Company's Monticello nuclear power production plant which has a
very high assessed valuation which will attract urban development.

18, The Village of Monticello presently operates a sewage disposal
plant with a capacity that should service 5,000 people. Much of this high
capacity is caused by the Mid-America Creamery Plan?. The Village is
building storm sewers that will allow much of the water from the Mid-
America Creamery Plant to go directly into the river rather than into the
plant. This will provide for extensive additional available use from the
sewage plant. The plant itself is quite susceptible to increase in
capacity. The initial purchase, in fact the initial layout, shows expansion
areas for each additional component of the plant. It would be much more
economical to increase the size of this sewage plant to handle twice the
present capacity than to build another plant that would take care of a
problem that might arise in this area in the future. This sewage disposal

plant is in a good location to service most of the Monticello Township

for sewage disposal.



19. The Village of Monticello has constructed a second deep well to
add to the Village water system. The original well is a 1,100 gallon per
minute capacity well which is sufficient for a village of this size and
even much greater size. The original well should handle up to 3,500
people. The new well has a capacity of 1,200 gallons a minute. This
gives the village a capacity of 2,300 gallons per minute.

20. The village has retained the village engineer to prepare for
carrier lines that will be put under Highway I-94 at strategic locations
to handle the needs in the township. These carrier pipes are for water
and sewer.

21. A professional planner, Mr. Charles Tooker, started working for
the Village of Monticello in 1966 and has progressed into the 701 planning
stages. The Village Council has already asked Mr. Tooker to do some
planning for the township area. ™r. Tooker has, in fact, done at least
preliminary work in terms of providing the Village Council with information
that would concern itself with lands outside the corporate limits.

22, The Village Council has recently appointed commissioners to a
housing and redevelopment authority and are proceeding with the rest of the
work that will initiate a housing and redevelopment authority.

23. The local Monticello Chamber of Commerce is undertaking a
program of redevelopment within the downtown area of Monticello, at least
the preliminary planning stages, and has authorized funds to initiate this
plan.

24. The Village Council has plans for establishing urban-rural
service districts within the area proposed for annexation.

25. The county zoning law in effect in the Monticello Township
- prevents the village from having zoning control over the two-mile radius

around the village that it might have if there were no county zoning law.



26. With regard to control within the village, the Monticello
Village Council has undertaken all the governmental controls that it is
allowed. As far as subdivision regulations within the village go, there
is nothing to subdivide. The village is filled up.

27. The natural terrain of the area described in Finding No. 9,
including general topography, major watersheds, soil conditions and such
natural features as rivers, lakes, and major bluffs, lends itself readily
toward a joining of the Village of Monticello with said area.

28. The Village of Monticello has a police department that serves
both the village and township. In 1969 the viliage received 126 calls
from people in the Monticello Township. These calls included traffic
complaints, vandalism, theft, burglary, and armed robbery. On one
occasion the Monticello police department received a call involving a
murder. The people in the Monticello Township should properly call the
Sheriff's Department for assistance but they call the Village of Monticello
in emergency situations.

29. The Village of Monticello is presently in the process of making
itself capable of providing water and sewer for more people than there
are or ever will be in the present Village of Monticello.

30. The Village of Monticello provides sewer, water, fire énd police
protection as well as parks and recreation, and refuse pickup.

31. The Village of Monticello provides fire protection for the
Township of Monticello for a fee. |

32. The parks in the Village of Monticello are available for use by
anyone. These parks are used by the residents of the township as well as

the village.

33. The Senior Citizens Center in the Village of Monticello is



used by residents of Monticello‘Township as well as the Village. The
Village of Monticello provides the physical facility for the center as
well as the funding.

34. The township government of the Township of Monticello provides
only road maintenance. 7

35. The Village of Monticello has a maintenance crew and maintenance
equipment. The village has a large truck, a pickup truck, a truck
equipped with a snowplow, various hand tools and equipment typical to a
maintenance department. ‘

36. The village has an employee charged with the responsibility
of the operation of the water and sewer department, and an employee
charged with the responsibility of street maintenance and parks and
recreation, as well as various physical buildings that house the equipment
in the maintenance department.

37. The mobile home parks in the Monticello Township have soil
absorption sewer systems. These are temporary methods of disposal suitable
- only until such time as arrangements can be made to connect to a éommunity
sewage system. ' |

38. The Village of Monticello would be best suited to provide water
and sewer service in the area described in Finding No. 9.

39. In 1967 the assessed valuation of the Village of Monticello was
$658,761 dollars and in the Township the assessed valuvation was $625,169.00.
In 1968 the assessed valuation of the Village was $620,700.00 and in the
Township it was $569,276.00. In 1969 the assessed valuation in the
Village was $672,013.00 and in the Township it was $1,686,068.00. In
1970 the assessed valuation in the Village was $718,526.00 and in the

Township it was $3.220,566.00.
LO. The tax levy in the Village of Monticello in 1967 was $68,511.00,
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MEMORANDUM

Todays order does not annex any land to the Village of Monticello.
Rather it sets aside certain territory within the Town of Monticello for
future annexation to the Village of Monticello. This means that village
officials can safely presume that as urban growth occurs the village will
be allowed to expand by the process of orderly annexation, provided that
the village shows the willingness and capability of providing needed urban
services to any area proposed for annexation. Decisions as to sizing of
underground utilities, capacity of the sewage treatment plant, and other
new village facilities should be made with this in mind.

We wish to emphasize that annexations within the designated area will
not automatically occur. Such annexations will require public hearings
before our agency initiated by either the village or town. The evidence
must show that the land proposed for annexation is or is about to become
urban or suburban in nature, and also that the village is willing and able
to provide necessary urban services within a reasonable time. The
Commission must adhere to these requirements.

Since we are not ordering any land annexed at this time, todays order
will not affect any individual's property taxes. Should annexations be
granted in the future, taxes in the annexed area will be gradually
increased from the town rate to the village rate over a 3 to 5 year period,
which period approximates the time required by the annexed area to receive
the full benefiﬁ of village services.

Todays order should be interpreted as a beginning, rather than an end;
a beginning of good faith cooperation which will lead to a government

capable of meeting the needs of people as urbanization occurs.
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