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FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS 
OF LAW AND ORDER 

The petition of the City of St. Cloud, Minnesota, for the annexation of 

certain lands described in its petition, situate in Stearns County, Minnesota, 

came duly on for hearing pursuant to the notice hereinafter referred to, 

before the Minnesota Municipal Commission at the Civic Building in the City 

of St. Cloud, in Stearns County, Minnesota, on January 25, 1968, which hearing 

was pursuant to stipulation of the parties and order of the Commission 

continued from time to time. A lawful quorum was present at all sessions 

of the hearing. 

The petitioner, the City of St. Cloud, appeared by and through Donard 

J. Kunesh and Howard I. Donohue, attorneys for said petitioner; the Town 

of St. Cloud appeared by and through John B. Pattison, Jr., and Paul T. 

Birkeland, its attorneys; Crossroads Center Corporation appeared by and 

through David Stanley, its attorney; Richard ~vestra of Bee Line Garage, 

Vern B. Pearson of Plaza Buick, Inc., and P. L. Thielman appeared personally. 

It was made to appear that the petition of the City of St. Cloud, 

Minnesota for the annexation of the lands described in its petition was 

filed with the Minnesota Municipal Commission on the 19th day of December, 

1967, that thereafter the secretary of said commission caused a notice to 

be issued fixing the time and place of hearing thereon and also caused a 

copy of said petition and notice of hearing thereon to be sent and given 

to the persons specified in the statute and caused the notice of said 



hearing to be posted and published in accordance with and as prescribed by 

statute. 

The petitioner then and there offered evidence in support of its 

petition and the respondents in opposition thereto, all of which was 

received by the commission. 

The time fixed by statute for the commission to make and file its 

order was upon stipulation and order of the commission at public hearings 

on said petition, extended from time to time, with the last extension 

being to and including December 15, 1969. 

After due and careful consideration of the evidence so offered and 

received, together with all the records, files and proceedings had and 

taken herein and being duly advised in the premises the Minnesota Municipal 

Commission now makes and files the following as and for its Findings of 

Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

I. 

That due, timely, and adequate notice of the petition, the hearing 

thereon was given and served, posted and published as required by statute 

and that due, timely and adequate notice was given of each continuance of 

said hearing. 

II. 

That the lands described in the City's petition described in the Order 

herein, are unincorporated lands adjoining and abutting the City of St. Cloud. 

III. 

That the lands herein described are urban or suburban in character. 

IV. 

That the population of the City of St. Cloud at the time of the taking 

of the last census in 1965 was 37,746, and that the lands described in the 

City's petition, including those lands herein described, do not have any 

inhabitants. 
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v. 

That the area of the City of St. Cloud is approximately 10.5 square 

miles, about 6700 acres,that the area of the lands described in the City's 

petition is 81.8 acres and of the lands herein described 72.55 acres. 

VI. 

That the assessed value of all of the real estate in the City of 

St. Cloud for the year 1967 was $13,497.378.00, that the assessed value 

of the real estate in the area described in the petition herein for the 

year 1967 was $420,581.00, and the assessed valuation of the lands des

cribed herein in the year 1967 was $416,937.00. 

VII. 

That the past and future probable expansion with respect to population 

increase and construction of the City of St. Cloud is such that it cannot 

be accomplished within the existing corporate limits of said city, and 

that it is necessary in order to provide for such future and probable 

expansion that the said city annex unincorporated adjoining areas, and that 

the area described herein is suitable for such purpose in carrying out 

such future and probable expansion. 

VIII. 

That the taxes upon the property in the area described herein can 

reasonably be expected to increase, but that the expected increase will be 

proportional to the expected benefits inuring to said area as the result 

of said annexation. 

IX. 

That there is a present existing and reasonably anticipated need for 

governmental services in the area described herein, such as water system, 

sewage disposal, zoning, planning, police and fire protection. 

x. 

That the City of St. Cloud is capable of and it is practical for it 
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to provide the foregoing governmental services presently or when they 

become necessary in the area described herein. 

XI. 

That the lands described herein lie within the Township of St. Cloud, 

but that the Township of St~ Cloud is not presently capable of or disposed 

to furnish the municipal or governmental services which the area requires, 

and that the annexation of said area will not affect the government of 

the Township of St. Cloud which will be fully capable of continuing after 

the annexation. 

XII. 

That the petition of the City of St. Cloud for annexation of the lands 

herein referred to was not made for the primary motive or purpose of 

increasing its revenues. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

That the Minnesota Municipal Commission for this its Conclusions of 

Law herein determines: 

1. That the Minnesota Municipal Commission duly acquired and now has 

jurisdiction of the above-entitled proceeding. 

2. That the lands described herein which adjoin and abut the City of 

St. Cloud are so conditioned and so located as to be properly subjected 

to the municipal government of the City of St, Cloud, Minnesota. 

3. That the interests of the City of St. Cloud, and the area of the 

lands described herein, would be best served by the annexation of said 

lands to the City of St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

4. That municipal government and services are required in the area of 

the lands described herein for the preservation and protection of public 

health, welfare and safety of said area and of the City of St. Cloud. 

5. That the To,m. of St. Cloud is not presently capable of or disposed 

to furnish the municipal services which the area requires, that the City of 

St. Cloud is capable of and it is practicable for it to provide such services 
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presently or when they become necessary, and that the annexation of said 

area will not affect the government of the Town of St. Cloud, which will 

be fully capable of continuing after annexation. 

6. An order should be issued by the Municipal Commission ordering 

the annexation of the lands herein described to the City of St. Cloud. 

7. Let an order for such annexation be entered and filed accordingly. 

0 R DE R 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That certain real estate lying in and being 

a part of the County of Stearns, State of Minnesota, and described as 

follows, to-wit: 

That part of Section 16, Township 124, Range 28 West 
of the 5th Principal Meridian, Stearns County, Minnesota, 
described as follows: 

The West Half (W~) of the Northwest Quarter (NW~) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE~) excepting the Northerly 495 feet 
of the Westerly 330 feet thereof; and 

The Northerly 301 feet of the East Half (E~) of the 
Northwest Quarter (NH~) of the Northeast Quarter (NE~), 
and that part of the East Half (E~) of the Northwest 
Quarter (NVl~) of the Northeast Quarter (NE~) lying South 
of a line 301 feet South of the North line of Section 16 
and lying \Vest of a line 330 feet Hest of the East line 
of said Northwest Quarter (NW~) of the Northeast Quarter 
~E~), excepting the South 165 feet thereof; and 

The East Half (E~) of the Northeast Quarter (NE~) of 
the Northwest Quarter (NW~), excepting the Northerly 
495 feet thereof; and 

The North Half (N~) of the Southeast Quarter (SE~) 
of the Northwest Quarter (NW~) lying North of the 
Northerly Right-of-Way line of State T.H.#23 and 
4/=52, and 

The North Half (N~) of the Southwest Quarter (SW~) 
of the Northeast Quarter (NE~) lying North of the 
Northerly Right-of-Way line of State T.H. 1/:23 and 4f52, 
excepting the Northerly Half (N~) of the Northeast 
Quarter (NE~) of the Southwest Quarter (SW~) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE~), and 

Those portions of Lots 7, 8, and 9, of Block 1, Garden 
Acres, and that portion of 37th Avenue North adjacent 
thereto and Westerly thereof, according to the plat on 
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file in the office of the Register of Deeds for 
Stearns County described as follows: The West Half 
(W~) of Lots 7 and 8 except the South 33 feet of the 
East 106 feet of said \vest Half (W~) of Lot 8; the 
West 190.3 feet of Lot 9; and that part of the West 
190.3 feet of Lot 10, lying North of the Northerly 
Right-of-Way lines of State T.H.#23 and #52. 

be, and the same hereby is annexed to the City of St. Cloud, Minnesota. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the annexation herein ordered be effective 

upon the filing of the Order herein as required by statute. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the ad valorem real estate taxes levied 

in 1969 by the Township of St. Cloud on the property herein ordered annexed 

which are due and payable as of the date of this Order shall be the property 

of the City of St. Cloud, but such taxes levied for the retirement of the 

bonded indebtedness of the township shall be paid to the township until 

such time as the same is paid. All other property and obligations of the 

township shall remain the property and obligations of said township. 

However, all real estate taxes on the property herein ordered annexed 

which are delinquent prior to the date of this order shall be payable to 

the township. 

Dated this 15th day of December, 1969 

MINNESOTA MUNICIPAL COMMISSION 
610 Capitol Square Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

£l. t. .;:_.c._.c"~ /(__.. -- :;l-7./ c (_ .__ __ / j-..____________ 
Bruce Rasmussen 
Secretary 
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